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2022 KLASICA-RIHN-IASS International Symposium 
In-person only at IASS Villa Ballroom, Potsdam, Germany on 26-28 October 2022 

 
Narrative Insights for Emerging Cultures of Sustainability 

Context and framing questions 

The profound challenge of ensuring the long-term survival of human society within the 
social and bio-geo-physical planetary boundaries hinges critically on transforming societal 
behaviors. This challenge is at the core of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
each of which has associated national-level targets for policies and action to be met by 
2030. Meeting these targets requires transformative change that can best occur in ways 
that inspire, guide, and gain societal commitment in the diverse contexts and cultures of 
the world. This requires constantly updating and deepening our knowledge of the complex 
societal landscape of cultures and contexts and their dynamics in humanity’s quest for 
sustainable futures. 

Scientists, scholars, policy makers and other members of society often have very different 
understandings of sustainability and of possible transformative solutions and appropriate 
pathways to these solutions. If we posit that sustainability is an emergent process forming 
in the changing conditions on Earth — a process of discovery and innovation, rather than 
a fixed end state — how can scientists and scholars contribute most effectively to that 
emergence? How can they understand the diverse and rapidly changing contexts of human 
society and co-create with all sectors of society innovative pathways to locally salient and 
globally coherent sustainable futures? And how can knowledge co-created in mutual 
learning processes catalyze collective behavior change in emerging cultures of 
sustainability? 

In this symposium we will address these broad questions by framing them in the 
relationship between narratives and collective behavior change toward sustainable futures, 
which has long been the focus of KLASICA (the Knowledge, Learning, and Societal Change 
Alliance). The aim is to develop innovative ways to acquire, analyze, and apply insights 
from narratives that will advance sustainability science and contribute to policies and 
actions for sustainability.  

Symposium structure and public event 

1. The symposium is organized as a three day in-person event to provide conditions for 
mutual learning and creative thinking about complex societal challenges with 
researchers, scholars, and practitioners who are deeply engaged in questions of 
sustainability and coming from a wide range of backgrounds and disciplines. A 
workshop format will be used in which short presentations and extended discussions 
are starting points to address the three themes and questions shown below in session 
1, 2, and 3. 

2. Public event: A panel of five selected symposium participants will each make brief 
statements on "Narratives and models for facilitating emergent cultures of 
sustainability” on 26 October evening followed by an open discussion moderated by 
Orwin Renn with academic colleagues and interested public in the Berlin-Brandenburg 
area. The event will be held in English in the IASS Villa Ballroom from 18:30-20:00. It 
will be recorded for subsequent access in other time zones. 
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The symposium is jointly hosted by and will draw upon the extensive research of the 
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (Kyoto, Japan) and the Institute for Advanced 
Sustainability Studies (Potsdam, Germany). Both institutes engage in related research on 
sustainability in different regions and contexts. Their projects, publications, and impacts 
on policy and practice are based on the qualities and relevance of their transdisciplinary 
and transformative sustainability research. Building on the rich experience of RIHN and 
IASS and the work of the KLASICA alliance, this symposium focuses on understanding and 
activating the potential of narratives to illuminate social landscapes and dynamics of 
collective behavior change in emerging cultures of sustainability. 

Objectives 
• Elucidate and strengthen the value of narratives and other rich sources of 

qualitative data in enriching scientific research, modeling, and implementation of 
sustainability-related projects.  

• Contribute to strengthen and expand a network of innovative social-environmental 
research institutions 

• Produce co-authored paper(s) for publication in major international peer-reviewed 
journal(s), perhaps as part of a special issue. 

• Foster new collaborations on projects to pursue the questions addressed in the 
symposium and  

• Organize writing of joint proposals for funding for transdisciplinary research on 
symposium topics from private and public grant funders (e.g., in Germany, Japan, 
the US, and Canada). 

Participants  

A maximum of 35 people can meet in the IASS Villa Ballroom under current Covid 
restrictions. There are 30 participants confirmed and that is an optimal number for event. 

Day 1:  

We will begin with welcomes and keynotes by Ortwin Renn, Scientific Director of IASS and 
Juichi Yamagiwa, Director-General of RIHN on the missions and approaches of the two 
institutions and their relation to the symposium followed by an introduction to KLASICA 
and the framework and objectives of the symposium by Ilan Chabay.  

To begin with, it is crucial that the participants establish a level of common understanding 
of the core terms – e.g., narratives, resilience, and cultures of sustainability – sufficient 
to allow for meaningful dialogue in the symposium. 

Session 1, parts A and B: Situating narratives, cultures of sustainability, and collective 
behavior change in relationship to the sciences, humanities, and arts.  

What insights can narratives provide for understanding and addressing sustainability and 
related complex societal challenges? How can narratives in a diversity of contexts and 
cultures be gathered and meaningfully co-interpreted with civil society and stakeholders? 
What is needed to connect narrative insights with policies and actions deemed relevant, 
legitimate, and feasible in the local context and culture? 

There will be four short framing talks with 10 min for direct questions for each talk followed 
by one hour of open discussion in plenary after each pair of talks. 
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Speakers: Makoto Taniguchi, Motoji Matsuda, David Maggs, and Guido Caniglia. Affiliations 
are listed on page 4 

Day 2: 

Session 2, parts A. B. and C: Addressing sustainability as an emergent complex system 
challenge framed by human contingency in rapidly changing bio-geo-physical conditions 
highlights the necessity of incorporating a wide range of epistemologies and equal 
consideration of qualitative and quantitative data. 

How can we engage citizens and stakeholders in gaining greater understanding and 
strengthening their sense of collective agency so that they are able to contribute more to 
meeting the complex challenge of sustainability? What are exemplary cases that illustrate 
successes and limitations in interpreting qualitative and quantitative data and using the 
interpreted data meaningfully in guiding policies and actions?  

Six case studies from RIHN, IASS, and KLASICA projects in a range of different contexts 
and conditions will be chosen to address the question posed above. 

There will be six short framing talks with 10 min for direct questions for each talk followed 
by one hour of open discussion in plenary after each pair of talks. 

Speakers: Grace Wong, Takehito Yoshida, Soyo Takehashi, Jennifer Helgeson, Sherry 
Towers, and Thierry Hoza Ngoga. Affiliations are listed on page 4 

Day 3: 

Session 3: Connecting and improving the flow of data, interpretation, modeling, 
implementing, and catalyzing collective behavior change 

When qualitative and quantitative data are available for a particular case study, what kind 
of models are most useful in visualizing and interpreting the data and making the output 
meaningful and salient to civil society and stakeholders? What methods, including types 
of modeling, are applicable to narrative data (e.g., from the Digital Observatory of 
Narratives of Sustainability (DONS)) for analysis and communication? 

A Digital Observatory of Narratives of Sustainability (DONS) has been proposed (Helgeson, 
Glynn, Chabay 2022 https://authors.elsevier.com/sd/article/S0016-3287(22)00116-1) as 
an open platform for collecting digital narratives and improving methods for qualitative 
analysis and modeling of societal behaviors and change? Can DONS become a 
metaphorical “Landsat”1  to monitor social landscapes and the dynamics of emerging 
sustainability (or anti-sustainability) movements? Can the data and analyses help 
understand and address underlying fears and alienation driving anti-science, anti-
democratic views and expressions that impede moving to sustainable cultures? 

There will be two short framing talks with 10 min for direct questions for each talk followed 
by one hour of open discussion in plenary. 

 
1  The Landsat program is the longest-running enterprise for acquisition of satellite 
imagery of Earth. It is a joint NASA / USGS program. On 23 July 1972, the Earth 
Resources Technology Satellite was launched. This was eventually renamed to Landsat 1 
in 1975.[1] The most recent, Landsat 9, was launched on 27 September 2021. Accessed 
from Wikipedia 10.08.2022. 
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Speakers: Ichiro Tayasu and Pierre Glynn. Affiliations are listed on page 4 

Session 4: frame and draft an outline of a proceedings paper/report to highlight critical 
gaps, proposed methods, and next steps 

Session 5: organize two working groups of participants to work collaboratively on 1) 
writing of an output paper/report and perhaps organizing a special issue for high impact 
peer-reviewed journal(s), and 2) selecting and applying for grant funding for KLASICA 
alliance research from private and public funders in Europe, Canada, USA, and Japan. This 
will be followed by discussion of next steps to enhance collaboration among RIHN, IASS, 
and partner institutions and to establish a KLASICA secretariat as the hub for coordinating 
among partner institutions, including for development of DONS and planning of future 
symposia, workshops, and publications. Final comments, wrap up, and adjournment. 

Speakers  

Day 1:  

Guido Caniglia, Scientific Director, KLI Klosterneuburg, Austria 

Ilan Chabay, Head of strategic research initiatives and senior investigator of EU REAL 
DEAL project at IASS; co-director of KLASICA 

David Maggs, artist and sustainability scientist, former IASS senior fellow, and currently 
Metcalf Foundation Innovation Fellow, Canada and co-director of KLASICA 

Motoji Matsuda, Program Director, Professor, RIHN 

Ortwin Renn, Scientific Director of IASS, Potsdam 

Makoto Taniguchi, Deputy Director-General, Professor, RIHN 

Juichi Yamagiwa, Director-General of RIHN, Kyoto 

Day 2: 

Jennifer Helgeson, Project leader, economics of community resilience, NIST, USA and co-
director of KLASICA 

Thierry Hoza Ngoga, Head of State Capability at the Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa (AGRA), Kenya 

Soyo Takahashi, Associate Prof. Ryukyu Univ. Cultural Anthropologist, Narrative research 
and Head of Community Capability Unit of RIHN Linkage Project  

Sherry Towers, statistician, data scientist, former IASS senior fellow, and former high 
energy physicist, USA and co-director of KLASICA 

Grace Wong, Associate Professor, RIHN and Stockholm Resilience Center, Natural 
Resource Economist, PI of FairFrontier Project 

Takehito Yoshida, Associate Professor, RIHN; Ecologist and Limnologist, PI of Eco-DRR 
Project 

Day 3: 

Pierre Glynn, Emeritus Scientist at USGS Science and Decisions Center, he now holds 
a Catalyst Leaders Fellowship from Royal Society of New Zealand 2022-2024 

Ichiro Tayasu, Deputy Director-General, Professor, RIHN 


