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METHODS AND ETHICS IN ARCTIC TRANSFORMATIVE RESEARCH 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 

Lill Rastad Bjørst,  

Aalborg University, Denmark  

 

Lill Rastad Bjørst (female) is associate professor at Aalborg University and holds a PhD in Greenlandic and Arctic 

Studies from the University of Copenhagen. She is head of the research center CIRCLA and member of the AAU Arctic 

coordination board. She has experience in research management (both as PI and WPs lead) and she is an up and 

coming leader in national and international Arctic science. Her research interests includes Inuit culture and society, 

climate change and sustainability, mining and industrialization, postcolonialism and tourism. 

 

Parnuna Egede Dahl,  

Aalborg University, Denmark / Ilisimatusarfik - University of Greenland 

 

Together with Aalborg University, Ilisimatusarfik / University of Greenland, and Inuit Circumpolar Council - 

Greenland, Parnuna Egede Dahl is working on a PhD project on the utilization of Indigenous knowledge in 

environmental impact assessments of extractive industry projects in Greenland and the Canadian Arctic. She also 

owns Sammivik Consult, where she consults on Arctic and Greenlandic issues. 

 

Dr Sofia Gavrilova 

Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Germany 

 

Sofia is a human geographer, originally from Russia. Sofia is working on the post-Soviet spaces and places and how 

those are represented in media and in material culture, especially Russian museums. Her PhD thesis at Oxford 

University were dedicated to the network of Russian regional museums and deconstruction of the gaze they are 

imposing. Sofia is working on the post-Soviet North and Arctic, particularly Chukotka, exploring the aftermath of the 

Soviet policies of relocation and repressions on the indigenous people and how those are silenced in contemporary 

policies of commemoration. 

Apart from her academic career Sofia is a contemporary artist and curator 

 

Prof. Dr Joachim Otto Habeck 

University of Hamburg, Germany 

 

Prof. Dr. Joachim Otto Habeck teaches Social Anthropology at the University of Hamburg. Earlier (2003-2014) he was 

co-ordinator of the Siberian Studies Centre, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle (Germany). He was 

co-responsible for stakeholder participation in two interdisciplinary projects in the Russian Arctic (TUNDRA, SPICE) 

financed by the European Commission in the late 1990s/early 2000s. His current research on permafrost dynamics 
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and subarctic forms of resource use – particularly pastoralism – draws attention to divergent perceptions of 

northern landscapes and livelihoods. Habeck also participates in CHARTER (Drivers and Feedbacks in Arctic 

Terrestrial Biodiversity, 2020-2024): in the framework of this Horizon-2020 project, he coordinates a work-package 

on socio-economic change in reindeer-herding communities of northwest Russia. As member of the International 

Arctic Science Committee’s Social and Human Working Group, Habeck co-organised several workshops on gender, 

land use, and scientific practice in the circumpolar North.   

 

Dr Aviaja Lyberth Hauptmann 

Ilisimatusarfik – University of Greenland / University of California, Davis, USA 

 

Aviaja Lyberth Hauptmann, postdoc and public debater, has a background in microbiology from the University of 

Copenhagen (2013) and a Ph.D. in microbial metagenomics and microbial ecology from The Technical University of 

Denmark (2017). Hauptmann has led the research project The Greenland Diet Revolution for the past three years at 

the University of Greenland – Ilisimatusarfik. The project seeks to understand the health potential from traditional 

Greenlandic foods from a microbial perspective. In addition to microbial research the project has resulted in public 

discussion about food sovereignty in Greenland and ethical conduct of research in the Arctic. Currently, Hauptmann 

is in transition into a two-year scholarship at the University of California Davis funded by the Danish Carlsberg 

Foundation. For further info refer to www.agreenisland.com. 

 

Dr Volker Rachold 

German Arctic Office, Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Center for Polar and Marine Research (AWI), Germany 

 

Dr. Volker Rachold is the Head of the German Arctic Office at the Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Center for 

Polar and Marine Research (AWI), which serves as an information and cooperation platform between German 

stakeholders from science, politics and industry. Before moving to the German Arctic Office in 2017, he served as the 

Executive Secretary of the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) in Stockholm and Potsdam since 2006. 

Dr. Rachold graduated as a geochemist from Göttingen University, where he also obtained his Ph.D. in 1994. Since 

then he worked with the AWI. His research focused on land-ocean interactions in the Siberian Arctic and he led 

several land- and ship-based Russian-German expeditions.  

 

Prof. Dr Florian Stammler 

University of Lapland, Finland 

Florian Stammler is research professor of anthropology at the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland, where he 

coordinates the anthropology research team, the EU’s northernmost research hub for social anthropology. His 

research and publications have been on human-environment relations among Arctic indigenous and non-indigenous 

people, on the relations of extractive industries and local population, on reindeer nomadism, oral history, climate 

change and natural disasters. He has worked for more than 20 years with local people in the Russian Arctic, 

particularly the regions of Yamal and Yakutia. His monograph “reindeer herders meet the market” is the last book on 

large scale reindeer livelihoods before the advent of big industry. Jointly with colleagues he has organised and 

facilitated exchange visits of different Arctic indigenous practitioners and explored the multiple dimensions of 

research ethics when working with indigenous populations. 

 

 

http://www.agreenisland.com/
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Dr Emma Wilson 

ECW Energy, UK 

Dr Emma Wilson is an independent researcher and consultant and director of ECW Energy. She has over 25 years’ 

experience of research and consulting on public participation and corporate social responsibility in energy and 

mining, with a focus on social impact assessment and audit, public consultation and engagement, indigenous rights, 

labour standards, governance and transparency, climate change and sustainability planning. Recent research has 

focused on international human rights and indigenous rights standards and their local application, and local-level 

planning and public engagement relating to a post-Covid-19 green recovery. Previous jobs include the International 

Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), oil industry consultancy and work for IUCN and Friends of the 

Earth. She was instrumental in establishing the Russian NGO Sakhalin Environment Watch in the mid-1990s. She is a 

fluent Russian speaker with experience in Russia, Central Asia, Norway, Greenland, Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, 

Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Japan, Qatar and the UK. 
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