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METHODS AND ETHICS IN ARCTIC TRANSFORMATIVE RESEARCH 

Abstracts 
 

 

Indigenous knowledge as a resource in a scientific context 

Parnuna Egede Dahl (Aalborg University and Ilisimatusarfik / University of Greenland) 

 

Based on the lessons from her PhD project on “Utilization of Indigenous knowledge in environmental impact 

assessments of extractive industry projects in Greenland and the Canadian Arctic”, Parnuna Egede Dahl will 

attempt to apply her insights to other interfaces between Indigenous Peoples and researchers.  

 

 

State policies of commemoration versus oral history? The Indigenous memory of Soviet 

repressions. 

Sofia Gavrilova (Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography) 

 

During her Ph.D. at the University of Oxford, Sofia has spent several months of the fieldwork in the sub-

Arctic Russian Siberia and the Far East, among the Indigenous communities of whale hunters. Sofia is 

working in the field of the contested memories, researching the state policies of commemoration 

(specifically in Russian regional and local museums) versus oral histories and spatial practices of the 

Indigenous population. In her talk, Sofia will outline the problems and strategies of the research among 

these communities, talk about the possibility of cooperation with locals, and the limits of scientific research.  

 

 

Stakeholder involvement and participatory research: how do they work in practice? Examples 

from the North of Russia 

Joachim Otto Habeck (University of Hamburg) 

 

This presentation will first look into the practice of stakeholder participation in scientific projects, 

exemplifying this by my personal experience of a stakeholder meeting in the Komi Republic (north of 

European Russia) in 2003. In this example, debates around development scenarios and the question of what 

is "valid" environmental knowledge revealed divergent interests and power differentials between scientists, 

administrators, and local NGOs. During such meetings, interaction with local land users was limited. 

Community-based participatory research (CBPR) intends to move beyond the conventional format and scope 

of stakeholder consultation. It aims at dialogue and cooperation between researchers and indigenous/local 

inhabitants already in the early stages of scientific projects. Such an approach, however, is not without 

challenges either: establishing interpersonal rapport takes time; moreover, cleavages and power 

differentials inside local communities may strongly affect such rapport and the degree of success of 

participatory research. Sketching out criteria of successful CBPR that have been formulated in recent years, 
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the presentation will close with the question: how applicable are these to social and environmental projects 

in the circumpolar North?  

 

Inuit food realities and intersections with Western perceptions of food and health 

Aviaja Lyberth Hauptmann (Ilisimatusarfik – University of Greenland / University of California, Davis, USA) 

 

Today the Greenlandic population eats a mostly western diet, despite the fact that years of surveys has 

established that the Greenlandic population believes their traditional foods to be important to health. The 

talk will go through examples of how the colonial history of Greenland has shaped the current food reality 

and go on to discuss how including local perspectives can increase our understanding with potential benefits 

to public health in Greenland. The talk will include examples of microbiological research on traditional Inuit 

foods and illustrate what we can gain through taking the local perspective.  

 

Beyond FPIC and Social Licence? Co-production of knowledge between indigenous and incoming 

researchers 

Florian Stammler (University of Lapland, Finland) and 

Aytalina Ivanova (North Eastern Federal University, Russia) 

Research ethics has recently greatly increased in prominence not only in obvious fields such as medicine and 

animal testing, but also natural and social sciences in general. This presentation shares insights from joint 

research between an anthropologist and a native legal scholar on the topic of Arctic indigenous livelihoods, 

extractive industries and climate change. We show with examples from Siberia the fine-grained dilemmas of 

complying to broadly accepted international guidelines and concepts (FPIC, social licence to operate, 

anonymising personal data) and being sensitive to our field partners own priorities, worldviews and 

convictions. The situation becomes further complicated by colonial trauma of Arctic indigenous inhabitants, 

which among many remains an important priority to overcome. Co-produced knowledge can be useful in 

efforts of de-colonisation; on the other hand, it can also run counter to the political agenda of indigenous 

activists and thus create more dilemmas. Our examples highlight the responsibility that lies on the individual 

researcher in the field on the one hand, and the problem of designing general rules to be followed by 

everyone and everywhere. 

 

Roundtable: Finding Common Ground  

How can better communication be fostered across academic disciplines, activism, local 

communities, etc.? 

 

Chair: Emma Wilson (ECW Energy, UK) 

Speakers: Lill Rastad Bjørst (Aalborg University, Denmark), Aviaja Lyberth Hauptmann (Ilisimatusarfik - 

University of Greenland / University of California, Davis, USA), Volker Rachold (German Arctic Office, Alfred-

Wegener-Institute, Germany), Florian Stammler (University of Lapland, Finland) 

 

While the value and importance of collaboration, community-based management, knowledge co-production, 

and inter- and transdisciplinary approaches has been recognized, much research still takes place in 
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disciplinary silos and continues to exclude non-academic actors as well as Indigenous thinkers. Similarly, 

governance and administrative structures are regularly ill suited to respond to the needs and outcomes of 

transdisciplinary research projects and local communities. Data, findings, and processes are often difficult to 

access for activists and rights-holders. This roundtable discussion aims to bring together different actors for a 

productive discussion on pathways towards more meaningful communication across academic and non-

academic communities. 
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