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Rt Hon Mark Drakeford AM, First Minister of Wales- Keynote Speaker 
 
Mark is a former probation officer, youth justice worker and Barnardos 
project leader. He was also a professor of Social Policy and Applied Social 
Sciences at Cardiff University.  
Following his role as a Labour Councillor on South Glamorgan County 
Council, Mark worked as the Cabinet’s health and social policy adviser at 
the Welsh Government, and was latterly head of the First Minister’s 
political office.  
Mark became the Assembly Member for Cardiff West in 2011. He was 
appointed Minister for Health and Social Services in March 2013; Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Local Government in May 2016 and Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance on 3 November 2017. On 12 December 2018 Mark 
was appointed First Minister and became a member of the Privy Council 
on 13 February 2019. 
 

 

 
Prof Dr Patrizia Nanz, Scientific Director, Institute for Advanced 
Sustainability Studies 
 
Patrizia Nanz joined the IASS as a Scientific Director in 2016 and is a 
Professor of Transformative Sustainability Studies at the University of 
Potsdam. She conducts research on the development of enabling 
environments for societal transformation. Her experiments with co-
creative thinking and organisation bring together people from diverse 
sectors, organisations, and backgrounds to develop solutions to critical 
challenges such as climate change. At the IASS, Professor Nanz is co-chair 
of the Science Platform Sustainability 2030, which advises the German 
government with the support of a steering group of prominent figures 
from academia and representatives from the business community and 
civil society. 
 

https://gov.wales/rt-hon-mark-drakeford-am
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fen%2Fpeople%2Fpatrizia-nanz&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817666819&sdata=iLNa1UXEl3VmS0DKEg42L1quL%2B1qfGWR9oRIte%2BCmaA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fen%2Fpeople%2Fpatrizia-nanz&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817666819&sdata=iLNa1UXEl3VmS0DKEg42L1quL%2B1qfGWR9oRIte%2BCmaA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.iass-potsdam.de/en/www.iass-potsdam.de/en/research/sdg-platform
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Dr Jane Davidson, Pro-Vice Chancellor Emeritus, University of Wales 
Trinity St Davids 
 
Jane is Pro Vice-Chancellor Emeritus at the University of Wales Trinity 
Saint David. From 2007- 2011, she was Minister for Environment and 
Sustainability in Wales where she proposed legislation to make 
sustainability the central organising principle of government; the 
Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act came into law in 2015. From 
2000 – 2007, as Minister of Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills in 
Wales, she introduced major curriculum changes. Jane is Chair of the RSA 
in Wales and in 2017 was invited on to the faculty in Harvard University. 
She is currently writing the story of why Wales was the first country in 
the world to introduce legislation to protect future generations. Her book 
will be launched at the Hay Literature Festival in May 2020.  
 
 

 

 
 
Sophie Howe, Future Generations Commissioner for Wales. 
 
Sophie is the world’s only Future Generations Commissioner, providing 
advice to the Government and other public bodies in Wales on delivering 
social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being for current and 
future generations and assessing and reporting on how they are 
delivering. 
Sophie has led high profile interventions around transport planning, 
education reform and climate change challenging the Welsh Government 
and others to demonstrate how they are taking account of future 
generations.  She has represented Wales at the UN, the OECD and on a 
number of International Forums including Chairing the Network of 
Institutions for Future Generations. 
Prior to this role Sophie was the first Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner for South Wales where she led programmes to tackle 
violent crime and violence against women and girls, focusing on early 
intervention and partnership working. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Dr Dirk von Schneidemesser, Institute for Advanced Sustainability 
Studies 
 
Dirk is a social scientist and research associate in the project "Co-Creation 
and Contemporary Policy Advice" at the IASS Potsdam. Before coming to 
the IASS, he completed his dissertation on the communication of policy 
options for sustainable local transport at the Hertie School of 
Governance in Berlin. Dirk received his M.A. from the Albert-Ludwigs 
University in Freiburg and FLACSO Argentina in Buenos Aires. Dirk is part 
of the Berlin based initiative Changing Cities e.V. which is responsible for 
the co-creation of Germany's first bicycle law, passed in 2018. 
 

https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/inspire/about-inspire/who-we-are/#collapseAccordionOne
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/inspire/about-inspire/who-we-are/#collapseAccordionOne
https://futuregenerations.wales/team/sophie-howe/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fde%2Fmenschen%2Fdirk-von-schneidemesser&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817646830&sdata=9Sb8r3McVPYd%2FDLlWGO0U0bHVwSpNWFZmErvugw8SEo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fde%2Fmenschen%2Fdirk-von-schneidemesser&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817646830&sdata=9Sb8r3McVPYd%2FDLlWGO0U0bHVwSpNWFZmErvugw8SEo%3D&reserved=0
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Christian Felber,  The Economy for the Common Good 
 
Christian studied Spanish, Psychology, Sociology and Political Sciences in 
Salzburg, Madrid and Vienna. He is an internationally renowned speaker, 
contemporary dancer, book author, and university lecturer, currently at 
Vienna University for Applied Arts and research fellow at the Berlin based 
IASS. 
He (co)authored 15 books that have been published in alltogether 12 
languages. In English are available “Change Everything: Creating an 
economy for the common good” and “Money. The new rules of the 
game”. Christian is the initiator of the international “Economy for the 
Common Good” movement and the Austrian project “Bank for the 
Common Good”. 
 
 

 

 
 
Professor Kevin Morgan, Cardiff University 
 
Kevin is Professor of Governance and Development in the School of 
Geography and Planning at Cardiff University, where he is also the Dean 
of Engagement. He has published widely on place based innovation 
policy and practice and he has been an advisor to the EU Commissioner 
on Regional and Urban Policy. He is currently working on the 
Foundational Economy, a radically new place based policy for social 
innovation in the sectors that loom largest in terms of human need - 
sectors such as education, health, adult social care, food and affordable 
housing etc. 
 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Johannes Staemmler, Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies 
Potsdam 
 
Johannes heads the project "Social Change and responsive policy advice" 
together with Dr. Jeremias Herberg, to develop and apply democratic 
means in the social and economic transformation that is accelerated by 
the end of coal mining. 
He studied International Relations at the University of Technology 
Dresden and Public Policy at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin, 
Germany, gaining a Ph.D. for his work on civil society in shrinking cities. 
His previous work emphasized research on participation in complex 
transition scenarios, especially within organizations and regional 
contexts. At the Leibniz-Gemeinschaft, he advised the president on 
strategy issues. For the Stifterverband, he developed at network 
instrument to connect local government to research institutions. He is 
co-founder of "Third Generation East". 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchristian-felber.at%2Fdocuments%2FCV-Christian-Felber.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817666819&sdata=7ZM7%2BL3GFPbvxjVZATBs62Bsjm%2F9XM%2FPjPuTOJMfnok%3D&reserved=0
https://base.uni-ak.ac.at/courses/2018S/S02243/
https://www.iass-potsdam.de/en
https://www.christian-felber.at/buecher.php
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/people/view/35240-morgan-kevin
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fen%2Fpeople%2Fjohannes-staemmler&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817656822&sdata=3nZr2tzE8obkGjghSHaRw6zzHNl4HalXqPJiddMo5dM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iass-potsdam.de%2Fen%2Fpeople%2Fjohannes-staemmler&data=02%7C01%7CTanya.Nash%40gov.wales%7Cec5ec8f4210540afc7f808d7a639dd21%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637160639817656822&sdata=3nZr2tzE8obkGjghSHaRw6zzHNl4HalXqPJiddMo5dM%3D&reserved=0
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Evelyn Bodenmeier, Zukunftswerkstatt Lausitz 
 
Evelyn has lived and worked in diverse places, from Munich (Bavaria), 
Münster (North-Rhine-Westfalia) to the former Soviet Union (Ryazan, St. 
Petersburg, Moscow) – settling in Berlin in 2002. 
She has been involved in transformation and collaboration processes 
with civil society, administration and politics, facilitating an enabling 
space that offers different perspectives and promotes productive 
dialogue - especially with co-design methods.  In her work with the NGO 
Lausitzer Perspektiven and with the Zukunftswerkstatt Lausitz (a project 
of the Federal Ministry of Economics and the Wirtschaftsregion Lausitz) 
she facilited the active shaping of the future of an entire region, the 
strengthening of civil society and the energetic and visionary approach to 
transformation for a sustainable living of future generations. 
 

 

 
 
Chris Blake, Director The Green Valleys 
 
Chris Blake has spent the last decade supporting community responses to 
climate change. 
As a founding Director of both award-winning social enterprises The 
Green Valleys and Community Energy Wales he has been at the forefront 
of the movement for community owned renewable generation.  More 
recently he has been leading the Skyline programme delivering 
landscape-scale community stewardship of public land in the South 
Wales Valleys. Chris is able to combine his previous Board level 
experience within the publishing and media-tech industries with a 
passionate belief in the power of community action to meet today’s 
challenges. 
 
 

 

 
David Jones, Director, Marine Energy Wales 
 
David has worked specifically on marine energy for over 10 years helping 
to develop Marine Energy Wales from inception to a collaboration that is 
viewed as global best practice. Marine Energy Wales focusses on 
emerging low carbon tech and brings together technology developers, 
test centres, wider sectoral alliances, the supply chain, academia and the 
public sector, to establish Wales as a global leader for sustainable marine 
energy generation. 
He has extensive marine renewables networks within the UK and beyond 
and represents the interests of the industry through ministerial meetings, 
working groups, policy and events. 
 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=de&u=https://zw-lausitz.de/kontakt-ansprechpartner&prev=search
http://www.tgvhydro.co.uk/about-us/our-people/chris-blake/
https://www.marineenergywales.co.uk/about/the-team/
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Prof. Dr. Dr Med. Sabine Gabrysch Professor for Climate Change and 
Health, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research and Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
 
Sabine is Professor for Climate Change and Health at the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) and Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin. She holds degrees in medicine and 
epidemiology, and has been heading the Unit of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at the Heidelberg Institute of Global Health. Her research 
focus is maternal and child health in low-income settings, in particular 
malnutrition. In 2018, she received the “Preis für mutige Wissenschaft” 
(Award for bold research) of the State of Baden-Württemberg for her 
research project FAARM (Food and Agricultural Approaches to Reducing 
Malnutrition) in Bangladesh. 
 

  
 

https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/heidelberger-institut-fuer-global-health/groups-projects/working-groups/epidemiology-and-biostatistics/staffmem/members/gabryschs
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/heidelberger-institut-fuer-global-health/groups-projects/working-groups/epidemiology-and-biostatistics/staffmem/members/gabryschs
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/heidelberger-institut-fuer-global-health/groups-projects/working-groups/epidemiology-and-biostatistics/staffmem/members/gabryschs
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/heidelberger-institut-fuer-global-health/groups-projects/working-groups/epidemiology-and-biostatistics/staffmem/members/gabryschs

