
 Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. (IASS) 

 

The Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. (IASS) is an international, interdisciplinary 
center of excellence located in Potsdam, Germany. The IASS is financed by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research and the Federal State of Brandenburg and devoted to promoting science and 
research for global sustainability, particularly in the areas of climate change, the earth system and the 
development of new technologies and social pathways to sustainability. Further information about the 
IASS can be accessed under www.iass-potsdam.de/en. 
 
At the next possible date, we are looking for a 
 

Research Associate (50%) (f/m/d) 
Reference number Ark-MPA-2019-02 

 
 
The successful applicant will contribute to the project „Pan-arktisches MPA-Netzwerk – Wissenschaft 
(Ark-MPA-Wiss)“ under the supervision of Dr. Kathrin Stephen (Group leader „Arctic Governance“) and 
Dr. Sebastian Unger (Group leader „Ocean Governance “). 
 
The project pursues overarching goals on two levels: (I) On the international level, the overarching 
goal of the project is the long-term preservation of the marine biodiversity as well as functionality of 
marine ecosystems in the Arctic, especially through the implementation of spatial protective measures, 
primarily through the establishment of a pan-Arctic network of marine protected areas; (II) the 
overarching goal on the national  level is a stronger consideration of marine protection in the Arctic in 
the national, German context. In this respect, the project pursues the following shorter-term 
objectives: (i) Preparation of research papers on topics related to marine protection for the German 
contribution to the nature protection bodies of the Arctic Council; (ii) Preparation of the research 
papers on topics related to marine protection for the application in national context, primarily within 
the national Arktisdialog. 
        
With this project, the IASS together with partners develops 

- a study on Governance options with focus on recommendations for a pan-Arctic network of 
marine protected areas within the ecosystem-based approach to maritime space planning 
(MSP) in the Arctic 

- a study on actual and expected future usage of Arctic marine resources and potential effects 
- a series of case studies on the future development and usage of the Arctic areas in the five 

Arctic coastal states and in the Arctic High Seas 
- a Policy Paper (incl. infographics for visual representation of policy recommendations) 

 
Tasks: 
- Preparation and implementation of independent research relating to the tasks of the project 

“Pan-arktisches MPA-Netzerk – Wissenschaft (Ark-MPA-Wiss)“ as described above 
- Management of the IASS tasks and cooperation with project partners with respect to the 

project tasks described above  
- Administrative co-leading of the project in close coordination with project partners and the 

third party funder   
- Provide support in the development of the concept and in the organization of the events 

within the project 
‐ National and international travel activities with research goals and dissemination of the 

(preliminary) results of the project 
‐ Co-writing of the final report  
‐ Close cooperation and coordination with IASS teams working on the Arctic and Ocean 

Governance 
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Qualifications:  

- Master’s degree in political science, environmental management, international law or in 
another closely related social science discipline; applications from candidates with a minimum 
qualification at the Bachelor’s level combined with relevant working experience may be 
considered in exceptional circumstances  

- Good knowledge of ocean governance and –politics, especially with respect to Marine 
Protected Areas 

 
Requirements: 

- Good knowledge of Arctic politics and governance, especially with respect to marine regions, 
additional knowledge with respect to other marine regions is an advantage 

- Project lead or management experience 
- Experience with drafting of policy-relevant documents desirable  
- Strength in visual forms of presentation is an advantage  
- A high degree of creativity and personal initiative, communicative, expressive and open  
- Excellent spoken and written communication skills in German and English are required  
- Ability to work independently and in a team is required  
- Competency in MS Office  

 
What we offer: 

- The opportunity to work in a dynamic, multicultural, inter- and transdisciplinary research 
environment in the field of sustainability science in general, and Arctic- and Ocean policy in 
particular;  

- Excellent contact with a range of national, European, and international organizations, research 
institutes, and think tanks.  
 

The position is a part-time (50%) position and will be filled as soon as possible. Remuneration is in 
accordance with the German salary group E13 TVöD (Bund). The position is initially foreseen until 30 
June 2021, with the possibility of extension. The place of work is Potsdam, Germany. The IASS seeks 
to achieve gender equality and diversity. We encourage applicants of diverse backgrounds. 
Applications of disabled persons with equal qualifications will be regarded favorably. 
 
If you are interested in this position, we look forward to receiving your application, including a letter 
of motivation (one page), CV, one writing sample in English (max. 10 pages), and further relevant 
documents. Please submit your complete application, combined in a single PDF file no larger than 5 
MB, no later than 01.10.2019 to Cordula Granderath (cordula.granderath@iass-potsdam.de) using 
the Ref. No. given above. Please specify in your application how you became aware of the offered 
position at the IASS. 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot reimburse the travel and accommodation expenses arising out of job 
interviews. There will be an opportunity to take part in a job interview via skype.  
 
For further information and details on this position please contact Vilena Valeeva (Tel.: +49 331 
28822-481, vilena.valeeva@iass-potsdam.de). 


