
 

 IASS INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY PERSPECTIVES IN LATIN 
AMERICA IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT 

 
 
 

POTSDAM, GERMANY  –  1ST - 2ND OCTOBER, 2012 
 

Day 1  –  OCTOBER 1st   

 
09:00-11:00 
 
 
 

Registration 
 
Welcome and Introduction - Carlo Rubbia, Nobel Laureate, Scientific Director IASS (Chair)  
 
Opening Session : “ Energy and Sustainable Development in Latin America: The Role of Renewables”  
 
 
       Guido Girardi - Senator, former President of the Parliament, CHILE 
 
       Fernando  Sanchez-Albavera -    Vicepresident PetroPeru, former Minister of Energy & Mines - PERU 
 
 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30–13:00 

 
Session # 1  -  Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) 
CHAIR: Ramon Mendez – National Secretary of Energy, URUGUAY 
 
Panel of Speakers  

• Klaus Töpfer Executive Director of IASS 
• Luis Crespo, Secretary General, ProtermoSolar, SPAIN 
• Samuel Luna Abreu -  Professor, Instituto Federal de Santa Catarina – BRASIL 

 
Discussion 
 

13:00–14:30  
 
Lunch 
 

14:30-15:30 

 
Session # 2  -   Photovoltaics (PV) 
CHAIR: Stefan Opitz  -    Director, Energy and Water Division, GIZ – GERMANY 
 
Panel of Speakers 

• Fitzroy Vidal, Director of Energy, Ministry of Energy, JAMAICA 
• Ingmar Schüle – Fraunhofer ITWM – GERMANY 

 
Discussion 
 

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 

16:00-17:00 

 
Session # 3 -  Geothermal 
CHAIR: Michael Taylor  - Innovation and Technology Centre, IRENA – GERMANY  
 
Panel of Speakers 

• Ernesto Rimari, Coordinator, Renewable Energies, Ministry of Energy & Mines, PERU 
• Carlo Zorzoli,  Manager, Business Development Latin America, Enel, ITALY  

 
Discussion 

 
 
 



Day 2  –  OCTOBER 2nd    

09:00–10:00 

 
Session # 4 -  Wind  
CHAIR:  Reina Velazquez, Director of Investment and Promotion, Secretary of Energy, MEXICO 
 
Panel of Speakers 

• Wilson Sierra, Director of Renewable Energies, Ministry of Energy & Industry, URUGUAY 
• Marcelo Tokman, VP Latin America – Vestas/DENMARK -  former Minister of Energy of Chile 

 
Discussion 
 

 

10:00-10:30 Coffee Break 

10:30-13:00 

 
Session # 5  -  OUTLOOK ON CONCENTRATED SOLAR POWER  
CHAIR: Manlio F. Coviello – Senior Fellow IASS and Chief Energy Unit, CEPAL, United Nations 
 
General Outlook on CSP - Robert Pitz-Paal  - Co-Director, Institute for Solar Research. DLR – GERMANY 
 

• Presentation of IASS report on “Rationale for a Solar Energy Research Center“  - Fernando 
Hentzschel, Technical Director, Center for Renewable Energies, CHILE 

 
Panel of Speakers 

• Hani Sait – Vice-Dean, Enginering College, King Abdulah Aziz Univers. - SAUDI ARABIA 
• Sümer Sahin, Chairman, Dept. Mechanical Eneginering, Atilim University – TURKEY 
• José Maria Martinez-Val, IASS Coordinator of CSP Project – SPAIN 

 
Discussion 

 
 

13:00–15:00 Lunch 

15:00-17:00 

 
“Renewable Energy Perspectives in an international context” - FINAL ROUND TABLE   
CHAIR : Delia Salmieri, International Relations IASS E3 – CERN  - SWITZERLAND 
 
Session Chairmen and selected speakers participate in a general discussion on Perspectives for 
Renewable Energy in Latin America in the international context 
 
 
Summary and Conclusions: Prof. Carlo Rubbia, Nobel Laureate, Scientific Director IASS  
 
 

17:00  End of Workshop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Persons :  
 
Mr. Manlio F. Coviello, Workshop Co—ordinator : manlio.coviello@iass-potsdam.de  
Mrs. Stefanie Rekers-Humbert, Secretariat:  E3.secretariat@iass-potsdam.de 
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